
U3A Singers Performance --- Songfest Saturday 26th July -2pm 

The U3A singers were invited by Doug Newman the 

Anglican Minister to provide a performance, at the 

Anglican Church Batemans Bay, to help celebrate 

the community support in raising funds for BBECET 

and Operation Christmas Child.  

Batemans Bay Employers of Christian Education 

Teachers (known as BBECET) has been operating 

the Special Religious Education (SRE) program in 

the Batemans Bay High School for more than two 

decades. It is also responsible for SRE teaching in 

our local primary schools of Bay Primary, Sunshine 

Bay Primary and Mogo Primary. 

Operation Christmas Child sends Christmas 

shoeboxes to children in need around the world 

together with the message of the Gospel of Jesus  

Christ. 

Doug was thrilled with the community response to this fundraiser as the church was 

full. 

Ian and Gayleane Overy did a wonderful job with the overhead screens and 

microphones. 

The programme had a gospel theme and Ken Foster introduced  each song with a 

background story. 

Ken conducted the choir starting with a resounding performance of Bless This 

House. 
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The U3A singers were backed by the pianist Julie Stuart 

who did a fantastic job as usual. 

The Lord’s Prayer performed wonderfully by Ken Foster 

and Helen Barbic as a duet.  

Solos were performed by Robert Wombey singing The 

Holy City and Des Hill What a Wonderful World with chorus from the 

choir. 

A talk and video presentation were given to explain the work of 

Operation Christmas Child and BBECET helping children. Then 

afternoon tea break was enjoyed by all.  

After the break the choir members were invited to join in with 

Kylie and Anne (Malua Bay karaoke singers) with a mellow 

sounding negro spiritual song Wade in the Water. Kylie and 

Anne also sang a Beatles favourite “Let It Be“ and other songs 

inviting the audience to join in. 

The afternoon was rounded off with a rendition of Battle Hymn of the 

Republic from U3A singers. 

All in all, it was a fantastic afternoon well received by those who 

attended  

 

Reported by Allyn Cooke U3A Singers 
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